264.	THE GOLDEN  LOTUS
which has brought us to this pass. By the way; I noticed that
Magistrate Hsia never spoke a word. That is how I know
this is one of Hsi-men's tricks, and his alone. Let us go to
Cassia's house and see what Wang III has to say. We can't
have our backs broken for nothing. If we don't get some
money out of him, the girls will think we're fools,"	j
They went to Cassia's house. The door was closed as though
it were of iron. They knocked for a long time, and, at last,-"a
maid came and asked who was there. She did not open the
door.
"We have come to see Master Wang," Little Chang said.
"He is not here," the maid said. "He went home last night.
There is nobody here. I can't let you in."
They went to Wang's house and marched into the parlour.
Wang III heard that they had come and hid himself in his
own room3 terrified. After a long delay, he sent a boy to say
he was not at home.
"Ah," they cried in chorus, "if he is not at home, where is
he? Send for him."
Yu K'uan said: "Look here! It's no use his pretending to
be half asleep. We have been haled before the courts, beaten
and kicked. Now they want him there." He pulled up his
gown and showed the boy his legs. "Go and tell your master
that we have been beaten on his account," he roared.
One after the other, they lay down on the benches and
groaned and yelled. Wang III was less inclined than ever to
come out. He said to his mother: "Mother, you must save me."
"What can I do?" his mother said, "I am only a woman."
The men began to lose patience and demanded that Lady
Lin should speak to them. She did not go to them, but spoke
from behind a screen.
"Wait a while," she said. "Really, he is not at home, I
know, for a fact, that he is at my estate outside the city. I will
send for him."
"Do, Lady," Little Chang said, "and please be quick about
it. This business must be settled, and the only thing to do with
a wart is to cut it. Your son is the cause of this trouble and we
have had to bear the brunt of it. We have been dismissed now,
but the court has still to deal with him. Until he comes, there
will be no end to the trouble."

